Case Study: The lllawarra REZ
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STANDING TOGETHER

Standing Together is a powertful visual
representation of unity, sfrengfh, and
connection. The artwork features interwoven
connection lines linking people, places, and
pathways—symbolising how we are all joined
together, standing as one.

At its heart, this piece celebrates the idea
that together, we are stronger. Each
connection reflects the importance of
collaboration, community, and shared

purpose—values that sit at the core of both
cultural practice and modern progress.

It acknowledges the shared responsibility of

caring for the land, respecting Traditional
Owners, and working in partnership with
communities towards a more sustainable
future.

Through its symbols, and connection lines,
Standing Together is a reminder that true
strength lies in standing side by side—with
each other, with Country, and with culture.

Artwork by Wiradjuri artist Shelby-Rae
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I___ 1 Renewable Energy Zones Existing Network

infrastructure under construction

Hunter Central Coast REZ network
final revenue determination
reached

Over 10GW of new generation
secured (CWO and SW REZs)

New England REZ RfP released

Waratah Super Battery operational
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What is an urban REZ?

Manages increasing demand and peak
demand in an urban centre

Prioritises ‘non-network solutions’
Integrates consumer energy resources

Underpins the growth of low-carbon
industries and industry decarbonisation

The Energy Corporation of NSW (EnergyCo)
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The lllawarra REZ

The intended network capacity for the
lllawarra REZ is 1 gigawatt.

The lllawarra region has unique features
that make it ideal for a REZ:

*  major energy, port and transport
infrastructure already in place

 skilled workforce ready to support
renewable energy projects

* potential for future renewable energy
projects



There is strong community interest in the lllawarra REZ A
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Local stakeholder interests Themes raised by the community (Roundtable, May 2025)

ﬁ Community and equity

I
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CER and electrification

e Opportunity to unlock innovation.
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Industrial de-carbonisation
e ﬁQo% Inclusion and equity should underpin the REZ development and
/rg'f implementation.

} Communities need to be activated through clear and simple
R e Role of Government communication to gain trust and engage in the energy transition.
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The lllawarra has grid congestion and increasing I} /3

industrial demands

Congested transmission lines
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Increasing industrial demands

Katoomba North Viheyard£s Mt Colah

Sydney-Neorth . Galston

- : Rouse Hill - Parke : R
Lawson; b {500 i £ KIS oy eriton-Avenue Sydney Eaft
Py PRt

RC‘?W Hilh & Bella vista | Pennant Hills Wasah

B3y o~
er 1o« ~ Baulkhant Hills 5. Macquarie Parks f
Regentville i ‘
Willoughby
Drummeoyne
West Wetheri rh s
2 2 "k X s Surny.Hills
MBS Creek - \ - 3 *Rose Ba)
P, X 4 . s * Zetland Y
: ﬁ(.lﬁ S o Kingsford
L;verpoql' ( s < i Maroubra
Peakhurst " ‘Bunnerong

{ fTop Ryde

oy Warragamba Dam

Ingiebﬁ;ﬁ’ " Menai
v

Port.Hacking "~ Kurnell
o &_[Kirrawiee Gy Boy
S Cronulla

; ) Magarthur

Woonona

Bapnaby 10 Y55 Bafnnaby

o Dapto
airfax Lane 2 otd
2 2 ILW Map
S AontoMatulan ~ Mt-Terty
Illawarra REZ

Marulan 3 y

: —— Congested 330 kV Transmission Lines
~ 330 kV Transmission Lines

@ Substations export

Transmission assets

Peak demand
(MW)

1,250 - 1,211

1,000 -

750 - —

L

500 -
250 A

D .
2022 2025 2030 2035

I 8TM storage [ Residential Electrification I Native demand
eV B cal electrification

lllawarra REZ Peak Demand forecast (source: Endeavour Energy)

The Energy Corporation of NSW (EnergyCo)



Consumer energy resources are growing ‘\4‘}

Current

260 MW Installed
Solar Capacity

21 MW
Installed
Battery
Storage

37% of homes and businesses with
installed solar

The Energy Corporation of NSW (EnergyCo)
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2030 (projected)

>400 MW Installed

Solar Capacity ey q
©

AE AR l
76 MW | AEERW
Installed
Battery
Storage l

55% homes and businesses
with installed solar



The Illawarra REZ will benefit from integrated solutions

Utility scale REZ
storage

NSW Commonwealth

Programs Programs

lllawarra
REZ
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EnergyCo is considering a range of REZ options

% Network upgrades

More efficient use of existing
infrastructure

O Innovative network solutions

EnergyCo working with Transgrid and Endeavour
Energy to assess network upgrade options

Integrating rooftop solar, community batteries,
local storage

MOU with Endeavour Energy to
investigate solutions

The Energy Corporation of NSW (EnergyCo)
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What have we learnt so far? ﬁ\%%
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Community and industry appetite

e Roundtable Reconnect in December 2025 — to continue the
conversation

Opportunity and strong foundations

e Joint Planning with Transgrid and Endeavour Energy

e BlueScope Project Delivery Group

Innovation - evolving the REZ concept for an
urban setting

* New partnerships for fresh ideas
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What are the lessons from your own
experience in grid coordination and
regional collaboration?
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